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Dear Attorney General, 
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Submission to Joint Select Committee on Aboriginal Constitutional Recognition. 

Reconciliation WA (RWA) and the other signatory organisations and individuals 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on this inquiry and to provide recommendations 
around the recognition of the First Peoples of Western Australia in the Constitution of 
Western Australia. We thank you for the extension of time for us to respond , given that 
the time for submissions coincided with significant cultural obligations for large parts of 
the West Austral ian Community and with lore and law business being at the fore of 
many traditional First Peoples. 

Constitutional Recognition is significant and welcome change. Constitutional 
Recognition of the First Peoples of Western Australia is long over due for our State 
with Western Australia is the last of the States of Australia to take this step. Given the 
precedence established through the Mabo legal case in 1992 and the numerous and 
significant native title determinations in our own State under the Native Title Act which 
responded to the Mabo Case it represents an important next step in the engagement of 
the Western Australian Government and community with the First Peoples of our state. 

We, as a State, need to formally acknowledge the presence of First Peoples pre
settlement and their continuing connection to the land, sea, air and water management 
and culture- law and lore, to uphold their nations, communities and values as 
independent and collective entities that play a significant ongoing role in our 
communities. 

Throughout our recent community consultative processes concerning Constitutional 
Recognition at both a State and Federal level it is clear there is a thirst to recognise the 
broad diversity of culture, obligation and responsibility that exists in our State, not 
simply that of our First Peoples and the many nations they upheld, on what we now call 
Western Australia. 

This aspiration for Constitutional Recognition is a strong and positive step forward in 
the Reconciliation journey. The custodianship of all we define as Western Australia , in 
its pre-settlement state, continues with the ongoing obligation and responsibility of the 
many First Peoples from all the nations, now defined within the boundaries of Western 
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Australia, as it has for thousands of generations of First Peoples. Constitutional 
Recognition of this resolve, resilience and care is worthy and fair- it is the right thing 
to do. It is imperative that it is done expediently but with proper time and process for 
consultation. This is the Australian way and has been denied the First Peoples of this 
Country for too long. 

It is with grace and pride that we acknowledge the member for the Kimberley, Ms Josie 
Farrer, a Gidja woman- "proudly black and proudly woman!" (as declared in Josie's 
inaugural speech to parliament in 2013) as responsible for delivering this Bill to 
parliament and her resilience and resolve to see it passed. Her leadership, wisdom and 
courage are characteristics all West Australians should respect, be proud of and aspire 
to mirror. 

There was significant public consultation and wide scale public support for the Bill 
Josie Farrer introduced to Parliament late last year, and many advocates of her efforts 
and vision were very disempowered and disenfranchised sitting through the debate 
and the subsequent lack of whole of government support for its success in 2014. In this 
context, we strongly support progressing the constitutional changes as proposed by Ms 
Farrer. Should the Committee consider putting forward a different formulation for 
constitutional recognition in WA we advise that significant public consultation is 
advised to secure public engagement and support prior to proceeding with the 
Legislation. 
Strong Leadership driving this process through the whole of Government will be 
imperative to ensure this proposal succeeds in this traditionally conservative State. 
Should this Bill fail to be passed, it positions Western Australia precariously in relation 
to the proposed Federal Referendum to attain Constitutional Recognition for the First 
Peoples of Australia and could significantly undermine these national efforts. 

Failure to properly enact State Constitutional Recognition of our First Peoples is likely 
to have significant political implications, at all levels of the nation, for a significant 
period of time and certainly de-stabilise the Reconciliation movement which has been 
gearing up over the past 50 years to help create a fair and equitable nation for all who 
live on Australian soil , least of all, for those people who cared for this country for tens 
of thousands of years before Europeans arrived on this continent. 

We advocate for whole of government support for this Bill to succeed- that the West 
Australian Constitution Recognise First Peoples of this State and that wide spread 
consultation be effected to ensure the wording is not only symbolic but also substantive 
to ensure it will lead to meaningful change to Close the Gap in all measures of life 
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equality for First Peoples when compared with the dominant culture of Western 
Australia. 

Should the Committee decide to pursue changes to the formation for constitutional 
recognition proposed by Ms Farrier, RWA is well placed to drive a significant 
consultation process in the Corporate and Community sectors to explore the draft 
wording for constitutional change. We would welcome an opportunity to take up the 
Opposition's willingness to explore 'magnificent' wording (Quote from the Hansard
Wednesday 26, 2014) as opposed to the 2004 changes which were seen as 'dry and 
legislative' (Quote from the Hansard- Wednesday 26, 2014). However, we would 
require significant extensions in lead times to achieve this worthy outcome and we are 
certainly committed to the process and strongly support such an approach. 

Constitutional Recognition will ensure that First Peoples in our State will feel valued , 
respected and safe in all aspects of their lives as individuals and collectives, in their 
communities and the broader West Australian Community. 

It is imperative to provide a vehicle for all West Australians to engage, learn, respect 
and acknowledge our shared history and the long and prosperous history which 
preceded settlement. It is this Government's responsibility to ensure that this succeeds 
and so, to pave the way, for Constitutional Recognition nationally to forge a stronger, 
more equitable and richer future for all Australians. 

We welcome further opportunities for discussion and community consultation and 
engagement to effect and support the success of this Bill and look forward to your 
return correspondence. 
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Mariette Cowley, 
Co-chair Reconciliation WA and CEO, Aboriginal Family Law Service 

Alan Carter 
Co-chair Reconciliation WA 

J/;:~t / /AM'~ 
Glenda Kickett, Chair, 
NAIDOC Committee WA 

Peter Dawson 
Youth Campaign Coordinator, Recognise This 

Irina Cattalini, 
CEO, WACOSS 

Jim Morrison, 

I 
WJCOSS 

Co-convenor, Bringing Them Home Committee 
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